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Milton Friedman is one of the most famous economists in the 20th century. 
During his career, he taught at several universities including Chicago University. 
He was the leader of the Chicago School, following the traditions of this school 
all his life. For his support of economic liberalism, he has been regarded as a 
precursor of anti-Keynesianism. 
In the western theories on state, Friedman’s thought assumes an important 
position. His explicit remarks on liberalism have exerted far-reaching influence 
on public opinions and policies in the post-war era. His neo-liberalism belongs 
to the school of post-war conservative liberalism if viewed within the 
framework of western political theories. He is placed in the equal status as 
Hayek in the conception of liberalism as superior to other ideals, and he is 
influential in opposing the government’s intervening with economy as well as 
the government’s doctrine of welfare state. Furthermore, Friedman paid close 
attention to the modernization construction of China; his views on economy and 
politics have had direct and indirect impacts on the modernization construction 
of China. For the sake of the above-mentioned, conducting a research on 
Friedman’s theory on state, and analyzing the merits and defects of his thoughts 
will be valuable both theoretically and practically. 
This thesis bases its research on two of Friedman’s political reviews: “Free 
to Choose:A Personal Statement” and  “Capitalism and Freedom”, and 
proposes to analyze his theory in a proper way. At the same time, this thesis 
adopts comparative methods and seeks to reflect the positions, values and defect 
of Friedman’s theory with the background of contemporary theories on state.  
This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter One discusses Friedman’s 
neo-Liberalism and analyzes his understandings on the relations between 














Chapter Two discusses Friedman’s theory on limited government, including his 
thoughts on the relations between state and individual, the limited government, 
and the functions of limited government. Chapter Three analyzes Friedman’s 
criticism on welfare state and his advices on reforming welfare state. Chapter 
Four discusses Friedman’s views on democracy, including his liberal democracy 
and his understanding of the defects of modern western democratic systems, and 
his proposal to minimize the state’s constraints on individual liberty by 
constitutional democracy. Chapter Five discusses the characteristics and 























目    录 




































.The idea of NeoⅠ -Liberalism...........................................................................2 
   . Neoⅰ -Liberalism and Classic- Liberalism ..................................................2 
   . Economic freedom and Political freedomⅱ .................................................5 
   . Liberty and Equⅲ ality .................................................................................8 
. Friedman’s theory on limited governmentⅡ ...............................................12 
   . The relations between state and individualⅰ .............................................12 
. the limited governmentⅱ ...........................................................................14 
.the functions of limited governmentⅲ ........................................................18 
.Friedman’s criticism on welfare stateⅢ ........................................................23 
.Drawback of welfare stateⅰ ........................................................................23 
.the ⅱ reasons for the failure of welfare state ...............................................26 
. advices on reforming welfare stateⅲ .........................................................28 
.The tention of liberty and DemocracyⅣ ........................................................32 
. Views on democracyⅰ ...............................................................................32 
.The defects of modern western democratic systemsⅱ ................................34 
.Constitutional democracyⅲ ........................................................................38 
. Expatiation of FrⅤ iedman’s theory on state ...............................................41 















前    言 1
前    言 
























































                                                        
① [英]布赖恩·斯诺登、霍华德·文、彼得·温纳奇克：《现代宏观经济学指南：各思想流派比较研
究引论》，第 213页，商务印书馆，1998 






































                                                        
① [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 7页 
② [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 7页 
③ [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 7页






































                                                        
①  [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 13页 
②  [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 4、26页 
③  [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 27页 







































                                                        
① [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 68－70 
② [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 9页 






































                                                        
① [英]诺尔曼·P·巴利：《古典自由主义与自由至上主义》，1999年版，第 52页 
② [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 9页 
③ [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《弗里德曼文萃》，北京经济学院出版社，1991年版，第 14页 
④ [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 11页 







































                                                        
① [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 17页 
② [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 6页 






































                                                        
① [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《资本主义与自由》，商务印书馆，1982年版，第 12页 
② [美]米尔顿·弗里德曼：《弗里德曼文萃》，北京经济学院出版社，1991年版，第 163页 














Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
